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To many it seemed like a return to the good old
times, almost beyond the memory of man. But Mr.
Bonar Law, who was from Glasgow, and Mr. Baldwin,
who was from Dudley by way of Bewdley, were
shrewd enough to realize that you cannot play a hand
consisting solely of court cards. It is desirable to
have some trumps which, even if less picturesque,
are sometimes more efficacious. They looked around
therefore for sound back-benchers whom they could
promote to the ministerial ranks and amongst others
their eye fell upon Neville Chamberlain. Why not
promote him? It was true that in a sense he had
little enough claim upon them. His once powerful
brother had gone out into the wilderness in loyalty
to the Coalition, to the overthrow of which they
owed their position. At fifty-three years of age he
had sat for less than four years in Parliament, and
had made no great mark there in debate or in
contribution to the general policy: might not the
appointment of such a man create jealousy? Then
again, though known in Birmingham for his practical
achievements there, he was still associated in the
country as a whole principally with the failure of
National Service in 1917.

But there were other considerations. Now that
Austen Chamberlain was gone, would it not be
desirable to have the name Chamberlain figure in a
Conservative Government? It would certainly make
a good impression in Birmingham, which might other-
wise feel a little sore at the exclusion of their leader.
And would not the fact that he had not been a specialist
in politics prove perhaps a better and more suitable
quality for the sort of office they had in mind
for him? And as to jealousy, perhaps the appoint-
ment of a middle-aged man of business and municipal
experience would be less calculated to provoke
jealousy among political aspirants than the appoint-
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